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Mumber in Sipkiang: The Uighur race of Sinkiang is also referred to, both in Sinkiung and
\ in English-1 e texts on that province, as Uigur, Wei-wu-erh, Hui-hui, Ch’an Hui
{Turbaned Moslems), Ch'an-t'ou (Turban Yeads), Chanto, Moslem, Sert and Turki. According
10 a 19.1 survey they numbered 2,900,173, or a 1ittls less than 8u% of the tutal popu-
lation of Sinkiang. Because the Uighurs are the predominant. race of Sinkiang they have,
in the past, been referred to by the name of the oases that they resijed in, such as
Turfanliks, Kashsarliks, Qomuliks, etc.

2. MM: Historically, the name Uighur first appeared in records of the
1'ang Dynasty (618-%7 A D) as toe name of a tribui corfederation of pastoral nomads
living along the Selenga River, in what 1- now the ncrthern pasrt of the Mongolian
People's Republic. Prior to 1934, when Governcr Sheng Shih-tsai revived the use cf
this name in Sinkiang. the Uighurs were referred to only by the name of the particular
oasis that they inhabited.

3. Histgry of the Race: The Ulghurs are a highly civilized race thai inhabited Ce..tral asia
over a thousand years ago. In 85 the Uighur power in Mongolia was destroyed by the
Kirghiz. The Uighur warriors vere subsequently forced to withdraw to tks southwest,
vhere they took over the osses north of the Tien Shan range. They later infil trated, in
large nuavers, into the oases south of the mountains and made themselves rulers of the
indigenous population. The pecple among whom the Uighurs settled abaorbed them, but
' adopted their name and tongue. Tuese people then enjoyed several flourishing civili-
i zations and are considered to be the only original inhabitants of Sinkiang. The
paried of Uighur domination was brought to an end in the twelfth century by the invasion
of the Khorse Khitai, who were in turn overthrown by Genghis Khan, The Mongol Khane
sontinued to rule over this area until 1566, when the local Hodjas 'Ulghur prelates)
took over complete control. Their influence continued to some extent even after the
invesion of the Jungar Mongols in 1650 and the replacenent of Jungar rule by the
Manchus in 1756. THe Sinkiang Uighurs of today are considered tv be of Iranian-Turkic
origin and closely related to the ancient Uighur race.
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' 4. Lansuasza: - *he procesy of amelgamating with the indigencus population of Sinkiang,
The Uighurs were abte to impuse their own language on the other people. Their
presen‘~day langiace is uniform except for minor diffcrences of dialect. It is
the Uighur dialect of the Turkic lenguage and falls into the Altaic group of the
linguistic families, Uighur is written with the Arabic script, which is no more sulted
to it than it is to other Tuarkic languages. Those Uighurs who can only read the
tanglage are called Yora, the fully literate take the title of Ahun.

3. Beldglon: Thbe Uighars, orior to their withdrawsl to the Tarim Basin »f Sinkiang,
hai sireeir feit the influence of “anichaeisa through traders. After their contact
wilk wne inhabitants of Sinkian;, nany Uighurs were converted to Buddhism. GDoth
group:e were also influenced &t en early period by Nestorian Christianity. In the
eighth cuptury, when “eth Tibetan and Arab stiacks forced the Chinese araies of
Kao Hsien-chih to fall beck in retrea* fron Sinkiang. the UMighurs turned to Islam.
Altheuzh they were first converted in “he »ighth century, Puddhism was not comnpletely
driven out of Sinkiang uatil the sirteenth century, The Uighurs of Sinkiang belong
to *he Sunni sact and perharc are not as s*ric* a- <ome other Mohamaedans in their
observunce of the trinciries of the Koran, but ‘te; Jo have great reverance for the
many Islamic rites and obrervances.

ir the hundred asnd fourtren chapters of the Koran they find instruction in every
q1estion of conduct, This sacred hook is the unaltered code of their 1ife. The
‘most importan® positions ir the Mosl=a Church are held by relizicus leaders who
have inhorited thelr pects from a long line of encssbors and o8t of whom are
reiated *o the large lendowner: and officials who dominate Uighur society. Nov
surprizip;iy, therefore, the upper strata ot Oighuy seciety include the most ardent
suppor ters of Islan, Tkeir year has twelve izonths, ithbir week seven daya. "Moaqiie
iyay”® 1s on rriduy and is very strictly ovserved in Sinkiang. Five rrayers are
preseribed for each day, befcre sunrise bein; the most importuat. It is a
aistake to think that these davotions are a fornal mumbling of set words; no less
than seven stages ere set out for the worshipper. First, mental preparaticas
then, the raiein: of the hands: next, the rising to the feet; then, the reading
of tke Koran; next, bowing; sixth,the deep obeisance; seventh, the retiring froa

| prajere ihis ritual chould be perfor.aed by all, irrespective of age or sex. liot
all believers keep sil iiva scecasions of prayer, but they are far more devout
than the aversse rhur 'hocer of the West. Their fasty are observed with great
strictnesss Jor one wiale zonth; in every twelve, no food nay pass their lips
durin: the dayiize. Oniy in cases of extreme urgency sy the fast be broken, in
vhich event. compensation is exacted by the "Ahun®, day for day. The Al is the
lecal priest. 1f the fast is broken without rnause tvhe penalty is to fast for two
months ana this is strictly enforced, When the fast ie ended everyone puts on
rig firast clothes and fur seven days a fesst is observed. Seven days later coxes
“he TLay of Lut-herv™, sn which sulemn acts of worship mark the clocze of the year.

‘i the wish ¢ ~r.-y 223 Masle: once in his 1lifetime to make the rilgrizage
T Hecre, The Forrr-o £- - ~~rxiang entaile great hardship, many par’'-* . © thirst
b Froremertig croaw i o wsunteini,  dons goumn for “heri, howsver. inge
T Larer, Toois Wwho L atr oare honored o -
rom ¥ YoEs sl w1 srral respect,

spheartance the i hire arz 9 handsone neople with je:
hish bridced. +hin prominen* nese: ligh* skin and
cte Whey ave relativery tall and bearded. Soa: Highnirs
“Laracreriitics while others; if dressed in Ozeidenta]
Gt sl Tl 3¢ buropeans withage question. Physically, the presgent
A opomulatic: of Uinvians it vore akin to tha Alpire than the Mensoleid L.
Yre wonen are excepticrasiy heootiful, with lens ayelashes inciined upwaris,

7. Dreagy The Uizhir -en used to be distinguished by their white turban: which
Terilte] in their being called Ch'sme £'ut ‘Turban Heads) by the Shinese. Ihis
Tiatom, however, ic vanidly uying out in the cities and now it is mostly *he Ahuns
- whe wea e darbane, Tk Uichor Lan of todey is identified by his "rshupan',
whisl is a leng coat, ralisd with cotton and then Aquilted. Thiz brisbt-colared

=
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’ garment has long sleeves which are pulled down over the hande in pluace of gloves
and 1s tied about the waist with a kerchief. Beneath the tshupan the Uighur man
wears pantaloons, usually reaching down to within about six inches of his feet,
which are encased in leather boots with detechable slippers. These boots, which
are worn by both the men and women are called "eitek" und come right up to the |
knee. FBoth sexes wear tiny skull-caps on the back of the head. These skull=-caps
are called "tebiteike" or "arakchin" and are worn the year around. They are made
of common cotton cloth, or more frequently velvet. The tebiteika is either plain,
beautifuliy embroidered with gold or eilver metallic thread, trimmed with fur
around the edges, or in the case of woumen, topped with cheery pompoms. When
embroidered, the design is usually that of flowers., The ladies are often dressed
similarly, but in beautiful vari-colored and gally designed wraps which are worn
knee-length., These, as in the case of the men, hide the pantaloons whizh are tucked
under the boots. Face vells are worn under the tebiteika and often have fine lace
work and & delicately embroidered fringe. lot all bother with the convention of
the veil, some merely keep it thrown off the face end tralling dowr the beck. lhe
Uighur women who live south of the Tien Shan range adlere to this conventiorn more
strictly than those who reside norih of the mountain:. ALl the Uighur clothing,
including the tebiteika, tshuocan, women's wraps, etc, ars predominently green and
red in coler. For further color and adornment, the women use colored feathers,
ornate earrings and costly bracelets, In extreme hot weather, the men wear locse
white germents, girded with sashes and the women wear wbite: robes that look very
much like nightgowns,

8. Concantrationg: Since the most important oases are in the Tarim Basin, the major
concentretion of Uighurs is south of the Tien Shan range; or in. the administrative
reglons of Iholan, Keehgar, Aqsu and Kami, North of sthe mountains they are fev in
number and alspersed among other pecples. One reason for the greater mixture of
peoples in the north is that the Dzungarian Bagin has historically .served as a
migretion route, Its pres:int population consists of relatively new immigrants,

S Dweddinscr The Uirhur ponulation of Sinkiang live either in farmsteads scatiered
in the ficlcz or jn houier ranged along the naxrow streets of oasis c.lies and
tewns. me houces usually consict of mudebrick apartaents, like those of their

! Chinege aei hbers save .zt 'he roof does not project and has a slight slant,
Jrouped wround open courtserin, The slight slant of the roof is hardly noticeable
and daoet net rreveny the owner from walking upon it to take the air. Goods are
&lso stored vnon the roof-tons., It is quite a common eight to see cocks and
heze sirollin, suong Lie bilec: of nelons and the stacks of fuel, while dogs often
strell out on to the roof to bark at passers-by.

The living~roos of the houge uzsasdiy heg only oue door, vkhich faces north., 4
"sky=windov? is opened in the ceiling for ventiiation. The stove is dug into the
wall end threre is a chinney whish projects high above the roof. The walls are
very *hick and are hcileved cut on ell sidas for purposes of storsge. I nost
homes the only pisce of furniture ia 3 low, smzll table on which *rod is ~o=--el,
The floors are strewn with s, often of great value; on which pegple git .
sieep, The rich men usudiiy has a sepavate honse for the reception of his guesty
and tothk this end fis ‘cwn dwelling are situsted in well-pianted gardens to whin~h
ruening water is plentifuily zupplied. During the hot months these gerdens make
'fupert rotreats. Wierever the Uighurs bave gose thsy have taken their love of
irees with vhem. In Uighur ‘owne the streets are often lined with tall poplars
and mai~covered trellisec,

10, [Eating Febitg: The iizhur reople vhen canpared to the othar pecples of -Sinkiang
fall iste tho categery of "aediun eaters® The two extremes are the Jussians, who.
are considered o be bLlie Leaviest eaters, end the Chinese, who are comparatively
light eaters. The average Uighur diet consists of 50% cereal, 4UZ meat and 103
vegetalls:, Tne comaon man nsually has only two meals a day. Oftem the very
poor anong them cannot afford ueat and so iive primarily upon wheat-cake, "lapshe"
(a 3inkiang Furm of noodle} and vater. The favorite and most frequent meal of
the vealthier Uighurs is & rice dish which is called "pelov"; in which mutton is
minced with egg, flavored with salt, pepper and oils, and garnished with onions,
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raislns and carrots. Polev is zerved o2 a huge flat dish from which all help
thensedve: wivh their hands. It is considered the pi2ce de rdsistance of Uighur
cookar” :nd 13 served exly to the ost favored and distinguished guests., Other
favorite ighur disher are "aantu", which is & small neat dumpling; "shashiik",
which concists of pileces of lasb that have been soaked in vinegar and are roasted

o .slukes with green perpers; ell types of steaming soups; fresn salad greens and
iocal strle doughnots,  Ther onl; eat mtton end beef which is usually roasted.

It i5 only rarely that the meat is boiled or fried. Butter is a frequent ingredient
in their dishes and so are certein vegeteble eils. They cannot endure the least

tre = of lard and if, ty chance, any is included in their food when they travel,
“hey lmcediately vomit., Their fsith also prohibits them from eating the flesh of
tiger, eagle, ply, dog, serrent :nd crab. These animals are specifically mentioned
in the Koran ac heing of evil cheruscter. Further taboos extend to fermented liquor,
tobecce anc there are special warnings against ecting anything which is nct perfectly
frezk, Their favorite dzink i tea, which they always drink with suger.

Like 211 the other inhatitanvs of Sinkiang, their way of doing honor- to a guest

15 te zizugnter an sninal of his cheice and for ks pleasure, Melons, mulberries,
pluns, pesrs, grapes, po.agranetes; peaches, apricais; raisins and preserved mesis
ere placei bofore e gues?, who is free to take what he pleases, To refrain from
s0 doing is no% polite, for hospitality among the Uighurs is best repeid by
enjoyment, At their feasts theres ic always .au1sic and those who do not Join in

the oinsir~ zlugis boad tl. with Lheir hands. Uespite the Koran's prohibiticn,
wine is sonetines drunk at these feasts. It is xnade mostly from varley, but dates
and crapes sre sowetines used in the fermentation. The resulting liquar is very
stronge Owinz to their ncrmai habits of abstinence they are not very good drinkers
and after the feasts there is usually a period of penitence.

Lecupations: Almost the whole Uighur population of Sinkiang depends unon mgricuiture
and cubsidisry occupations. In the 2g3us Kushgar and Khotan administrative
diztricts the fiigltrs not only engage in agriculture but also in the manufacture

ol various handieraftc, the most famous being their Khotan ru.s. A few Uighurs

fre slso aerchants. One of the two exzeptions is the Dulani tribe of Uighurs who
live by anizmal husheniry a)ons the bsnks of the Yarkand and Tarim Rivers. A

sticl saedler tribe nonredentary Ulghurs are the Lopliks, who live in the

ares of Lot lor ent e their livin; by fiching.

whclomse

T sialt  Tlohar nanncre are dignified und in their daily life there is no
excessive cersiscay, thoush simple forus of politeness are observed, A young
wen neeting his elder crosses his hands over his chesty muiters “Salaan",
*he greeting of good wishes end then strokes hLis beard with nis hand. Women
grest each other b Youcking cheeks, Elders emtrace their childreor aad kiss
then in Burcpeern ctyis,

The Tirst ispovtors cicuony in the life of a youny Uighur comes at tn. sge
of four or five yeirs, <hen the whole family assemblss to celebrate bis
2ircumeieion,

it Ulghur systen of newning is quite complex. There are ao surnames as we
undurstand thex, Senicr reiatives are all spoken of a3 elder brothers,

wilte nephews and sonsein-lsw are calld Younger brothers., More distant
rclatives are nolled by thelr names. Thus, on becoming acqueinted with &
Vlrher Jamliz; o strenger hae & great gifficulty in ascertaining the emact
reletioaship of each. Ti*les such as "Khan" (Prelate), "Hadji" (one who has
made the sacred pilzrizege to Mecea) and "2ey" (Cepitelist) follow the proper
rafie and become a permiient attachment to it. The endearing title of "Hodja"
(Picus Master) preiedes the proper nae. .

B, lkrriage: Uiche cen usuclly amrry before their eighteenth and the girls
helo~e their £iftacnth Fir‘hzay. The beirothal i: pledged by a sirl's father
w7 oacther ent *he cirseny is performed bv the loesl Anun, The o rie-e
CEELCnE Le waoved to citteiders and is vers neanin ful. There is under~
“tandeble goiel. en *e oniusion, considersbis riping, druaming and other

SUNFIDEIT IAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030173-7



- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030173-7 -25X1

l CONF IDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

-5a-

forms of wieis neconpans the a-remony, The veiled bride is finaliy aounted on
a donkey, or horse, and borne to tke house of her future husband for the com-
pletion of the ritual. No union is permitted between those reared on the same
milk, but close lateral relationship is not prohibited, or unusual,

Polygamy is practiced by all Uighurs who can afford it and appeers.in practice

to work very well. I* is forbidden to take more than four wives, but ways are

found to evade this prohibition. It is not uncomhon to find a rich man enjoying

the pleasure of the seraglio. Needless to say, polygamy offers every chance

for legal complicatlons concerning inharitance and were it not that the decisions ‘
of the Ahuns are obeyed without question there would be endless litigation in

every femily. \

c. Diorge: Divorce amongst the Uighurs is permissible without great férmelity.
If the husband and wife de not prove toc be compatible, cach of them mebely
return to the homes of their parents. When the separation has been the result
of a foolish quarrel every effort is made by the fanilies concerrned to arrange
a reunion, Remarriage is not permitted for six menths in ofder that’ there may
be tize for a raconcilistiou, but after three divorces the same couple cannot
be joined again until elther one or the other has had intercotwrse with someone
else. This is to discourage undue fickleness by publicly shaming those who
dieplay 1%, When the husband divorces the wife, all the household goods go to
her. If she separates from kim, she gets nothing. In the event that there are
children, the father tskes the sons and the mother the daughters. A child born
within one year of a divorce must be acknowledgetl by the husband, this is enforced
when there are obvious grounds for believing that i%4 1s not his chiid, Unfaithful
wonen are given public humiliation. Thez face 1s dusted with soot and she is
seated backwards upon a donkey. She is thus led ihrough the bazears and her
wickedness exposed to the puhlic, The Uighur inhabitants of the Tarim Basin
have been particulerly noted for the casual relations between the sexes, Divorce
1s extraordinarily easy, temporary alliances are common and the famiiy as an
institution is unstable to a degrse unsurpassed among peoples bf the Islamiz faith,

! d. Zurial [itag: The burial rites of the Uighurs are very alaborzte end ih the case
of ¢ wealthy family cust a great deal. No delay is permitted, however, and tie
ceremony is ususlly completed within twenty=iour hours aftar death. While the
priests read from the Koran the deceased, whose head is not shaved, is wrapped

° 1o vhite cloth and placed ian a coffin of sweet-smelling weod, over which there
is placed a besutifnlly embroidered cover., For +he burial, & great cave some
ten fest deep is prerared and the corpse is slid out from the coffin to be
slevly levered into the carth; the hole being immeCiately filled with' sand and
clay. If the corpse falls face upwards the family is congratulated on the
koliness of the decaased, If the corpse falls face downwards, they are’ pitied.
If the corpse falls . *ho edye of the grave it is though® that the death is
untizely and thus 1he spi-i‘ will not find rest. Every year at spring and
autumn *he grave i visi‘ed and made trim, for to neglect the burialepiu: of
your parents 15 2 [Tievous sin. If there is a son than the property goes to
hiz; if there ir no son, a daugbter may inherit; but the law also provides that
a8 son or daughter by & previous marriage may claim e share.

13. Good Qualities: The Uighurs have mary good qualitids. Honesty is their pride ard
they rarely break theit word. They are law-abiding bty nature and bear misforiune
submissively. Drurkenness disgusts ther and to lend money at high interest is
considered disgraceful. ‘hen they swear ah oath they lay their hand on the Korsn,
or if the sacred bool is not availahle, stamp on cooked rice. This signifies that
they will be crushed even as the rice is erushed if they break faith when once they
have sworn. They are a very warm and human race. When they dance it is in couples,
somewhat in the style of Zurope. The favorite gams or the adult Uighurs is "ilagh",
This i3 played on horseback, in teams, and has a distent resemblance to polo. The
object, though, is tc retrieve the carcass of a goat or shesp. All in all, the
Uighurs are a friendly, patient ani warm race. They are fond of laughter, talk,
ausic, drama, good eating, fairs and crowded markets.
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L4 3ad Qualirie:: Taey are for the most part timiq, pleasure~loving gnd indalent
and cannot be relied on in an emergency, As workers, they are strong, but lazy.
They are content to sit in the sun after eating and they believe that all is for
the best uatil eveuts prove the contrary. When this does happen, they fly to
the other oxtreme and proclaim that all ig lost, oo

15. Haclal Probieus: The Jighurs, people who speak one of the many mtuslly intelli-
gible dialects of the Uighur language, are all Moslems, all share ‘the same
literary and artistic heritage, 1ive chiefly by agriculture, have & common history,
forz 95% of the population in the Tarim Bagin (vhere 90 per cent of them are
cencentrated) and in other respects display a high degree of uniformity, At the
other axtrems are the Chinsse of Sinklang, one third of whom are Moslem while two
thirds are Buddhists, The Uighurs; in the past, have been pronc to religious fury
under the influence of a priesthood sedly inclined tovards fanaticism, On the

" whole, hovever, they live ~ gocd terms with the Chiness, but rarely master the

Chinese langusge and as this is the instrument of the government, decrees and
regulations have to be interpreted. If the language difficulty couid be successfully
overcone, the Uighurs would be far more content and since they make up more than
two thirds of the total population, this would make for the happiness and prosperity
of Sinkiang, o

- end -
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